Tfhe 4ondon & Port Stanley Railroad.

The Uld dound House and Yarntable.

Under management of the w.l.x.,lnere was a track extention east of the main
track 10 & turntaoble and round nouse.snege were situated on the site,later
used for ie plougn works.

The turntable had a long wooden handle and the section men worked iti
Oy nhanda.lhe ergine backed from ine old daepot in above picture,was turned a=-
roand on- this turntable and returned 1o tne depotv,peaded for points north.

At this time, r. fraser was the gonductor;ur.uurphy,engineer;iir.Jno.
Payne,fireman;ir. ﬁegldr page,man ;Mr.sodfrey, breakman and Mr.Clarkson,station
master,

lne 4.B.&.B.ke R, discontinued this.method of turning the engines.
When the tracks were eXtended to the beach,a Y-was built south and west of
the breakwater and tnis was used for turning purposes.

An Blevator is Built by L.E.&D.K.R.

(From St.lnonas Journal-1896)

Tfhe L,E.& L.R.R, have this year erected an elevator at Pt.Stanley,which will
nave an elevaiing capacity of 1,000 bush.,of grain per hour,and which will be
extensively used by wr Jno.Campbell,of the Erie Flour Kills,S5i.Yhomas as also
London millers.

A Steam Lerrick is Built.

In addition tvo uine elevaior,inis Co.has this year built a steam derrick at the
docks 10 expediate tue loading and unloading of vessels,wnich will allow boats
10 deliver tneir cargoes in much less time than formaly,freight being hoistdd
directly frow tne boai 10 the cars.



tfhe London & Porti Stanley Railroad

X Graln Elevator

L. &P.S. 1942 SURPLUS.

TOTALS $86, 278.18:

'I'ntnl of 2700.000 Paamnxm Car- |

ried During Year

In 1042, the L. & P.8. Railway:

had an operating surplus of $86,-
278,18, officlals of the line anniounc-
od yeatarday. They said that an-
other 10 years of traffic as during
the past year would put the railway
comipletely in the eclear financially.
A total of more than $111,000, in-
cluding $25,000 in rent,. paid to the
city at this time is more than

enough to meet interest charges on |

the current indebtedness of the
line, they said.

Attached to the annual financial
report. were figures showing the
full war effort of the railway,
During the past three years, 27,000,

000 gallons of gasoline were car- '

ried over the line, 420,000 tons of

coal, 150,000 tons of miscellaneous

freight. During the same period

2,700,000 passengers were carried,

nearly 1,000,000 of them men and
women in uniform.

While 1942 was not a year in
which new records were establish-
ed for freight, an increase of
$12,368 was recorded. The gross
surplus of the line during the
period was listed at $129,046, Oper-
ating costs rose about $70,000 dur-
ing the period, a total which off
cials said was low considering the
added amount of business handie’@

about where the government wareho

The elevator

was a tall ‘Wwooder | a‘tructure situated on the_w side of the harbor

for some years by the Campbell and
grain stokm;

ocated. It was used
pire Mﬂ]g in St. Thomas for



- THE LONDON AND
PORTSTANLEY RAILWAY

SERVING LONDON, ST. THOMAS AND
PORT STANLEY

" Extends Congratulations

To The Citizens, Council and Chamber
- of Commerce of Port Stanley on the
Opening of the Great New

KING GEORGE VI BRIDGE

N cII oud of h part we play as’ the tgl k
IyS Thm dlo d Our hpby I f ilit

bu yG th P sta d eady t all time bdg
fh d d ommerce of the inla d itie wthth fdt nt points.

SHIP via L. & P. S.

FREE PICK-UP and DELIVERY SERVICE BETWEEN
LONDON - ST. THOMAS - PORT STANLEY

15¢ Per 100 Lbs. "™

Prompt Handling of YourC. O. D. Shipments

LOII -—LhthCan mship mpa Ca i.tiCanaanana
Michigan Cen h nd Per y . Freight carried to a
SUMMER from everywherel Give ouy agems your orders.
PORT STANLEY—F. C, Bartholomew, Agent. Phone 3466
PASSENGER ~ ST. THOMAS—J. L. Brumpton, Agent. Phone 140,
LONDON—W. E. Disher, Agent. Phone Met. 7000,
RATES THE LONDON RAILWAY COMMISSION
J. Bevan Hay, Chairman J. €. Doldge
Now In Effect b4 T. W. McFarland  Dr. H. A, Stevenson, M.D. Allan Johnston, Mayor
S ECASIBUCHANAN e e L Cde E-RICHARDE
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ry

* Ride the L. & P. S. for Safe, Fast, Clean Transportation !




I:;Ey Robert W. Needham

EADLINES day by day are recording

L piecemeal the evolution of a new phase,
a new chapter, in the history of local and
inter-municipal transportation.

In London itself, news stories foreshadow
the possible transfer of the London Street
Railway to public ownership, Affecting a
wider area, press reports tell of a new crisis
in the life of the London and Port Stanley
Railway. The latter — and latest in a long
weries of crises — is posed by the prospect

' of bus competition through the three mu-
nicipalities served by the electric railway
line — London, St. Thomas and Port.

* * #

The headlines have their momentary im-
pact and then are forgotten as each new
day produces its fresh crop. But to London-
 ers and to thousands of residents in this
part of Western Ontario, their historic
significance will be contemplated and ap-
preciated. Because, to the city, the London
Street Railway has shared in London's own
good fortune and ill, yet always London's
growth and development, for 75 years or
more,

. And the London and Port Stanley Rail-
way, rattling now into a new deéline, similar-
Iy has contributed in the larger sphere. The
‘oldest railway in Canada operating under its
original charter, the L. & P, 8, has served
for nearly a century — 93 years to be exact,
L L »

That original charter was obtained by

Murray Anderson, London's first mayor, and

John Carling and the company was in-
corporated in May of 1853, Stock totaling
£25,000 was held by London, St. Thomas,

Middlesex and Elgin counties and by a few
individuals. !

The road began operations in September
of 1856; officially opened the following month,
The rolling stock at that time consisted of
two wood-burning locomotives, three pas-
senger cars, two baggage cars and 42 freight
Vans.

* * *

"But, from the outset, the company was
unable to meet its capital expenditures, and
in 1874 it was decided to abandon independ-
ent operations,

, And so it was that the Great Western
Railway became the first “tenant” of the
L. & PS. It leased the road for 20 years
from March of 1874, bought +the rolling

* stock and relaid the tracks, converting the
wide~gauge iron rails to standard gauge.

Under an agreement made early in 1870,
land on Bathurst street was transferred to
the Great Western and in return the L. &
P. 8. was entitled to use the G.T.R. depot
until 1969. (It is under this arrangement

that the L.P.8, today operates into the CN.R.

station.)

In 1882, the Grand Trunk absorbed the
Great Western. During the G.T.R.'s tenancy,
however, the line's lake connections virtually

. ccased and freight and passenger traffic,

LS.R.and L.P.S. at Turning Point in Histories

X _ .
which slowly had been incre‘z{&r}gé’cd%&:ygd/&"that horse-car drivers were trained in trolley

The City of London, now in possession, re-
sisted G.T.R. efforts to buy the L. & P. S. on
its own terms. Finally, in the fall of 1892,
the G.T.R. abandoned operation of the line,
two years before the expiration of its lease.

L L3 L]

There followed a series of ' transactions,
First, a Miller Syndicate leased the road:but
withdrew almost immediately, losing its
$25,000 deposit to the city. Then the Michi-
gan Central operated it temporarily on a
month-to-month basis., This was followed
by a deal with the Lake Erie and Detroit
River Railway with a sub-lease being
awarded in 1896 to the M.C.R., Then the
Pere Marquette absorbed the Lake Erie line
in 1908, At the expiration of the lease in
1914, agreement was made with the London
Railway Commission to continue to operate
on the same terms, with the M.C.R. as sub-
tenant while reconstruction and electrifica-
tion was carriec on.

Electric operation of the I, & P, 8, began
on July 1, 1915,

* ® -

From the beglnning until 1882 when the
G.T.R. took over, the City of London in-
vested $395,453 in the railway. In the same
period, the City of St. Thomas invested
$32,000, But, by adding unpaid interest,
these bonds grew to a face value of $48933
and St. Thomas sold out to Lendon in 18183
for $40,000. The road now is operated for
the City of London by the London Railway
Comuission, the original sharcholders long
since having lost their equities because of
the line's indebtedness to London.

*® £ L]

Now the L. & P, S. has reached another
milestone, Award of a bus franchise to a
Woodstock company threatens te confront
the electrie railway with competition which
it ig feared would prove fatal, Perhaps the
councils of London and &t, Thomas can
reach some agreement which will permit the
L. & P. 8, to carry on. But, here again, the
line has been permitted {6 deteriorate so
badly of recent years that its rehabilitation
now would he a costly
fate of the old L. & P. 8. once again is in
the balance.

#* ® * .

As for the London Street Rallway, it has
operated in London since 1875,

The London Street Railway Company was
incorporatéd in 1873 and was empowered “to
construct, maintain and operate” a street
railway in the City of London, the townships
of London and Westminster, The city granted
the company the right to operate the railway
“by animal power” in 1875, This right was
awarded for 50 years.

That same year, the first horse car went
into service — or rather the company's first
two small cars and six horses.

Early in 1895 it was apparent that the
“horse car” era was all but over. The fol-
lowing year London had its first electrie
tram. The change-over first’ was effected
in fondon West, and it was in this district

pany.

undertaking, The

operation while the rest of the city was be-
ing equipped.

Total conversion and replacement of the
horse cars with trolleys was but a matter of
time. By 1924, the L.S.R. operated 62 street
cars on 32 miles of track. This, at a time
when London had a population of about
64,000, This too, at a time when automobiles

were becoming more numerous on Londen™.

streets. !

In 1925 the L.S.R. placed its first motor
bus into service, replacing one of its trol-
leys. The following' year, five more were
added. The street cars had had their day.
They too, in their turn, were on their way
out.

“ » "

The year of the great financial crash —
1029 — saw the firm well established on its
policy of motorizing the city's transport sys-
tem, .In 1032 there were 24 huses in use and
by 1936 there were more buses than trolleys
in operation. ’

In 1940, the citizens of London awarded
an all-bus franchise to the. L.S.R. and this
phase in the L.SR, development was com-
pleted.

Two “incidents” in thelife of the LSRR,
might be mentioned. Sunday car service be-
gan In February of 1914, The L.S.R. has had
one major strike. In May of 1920 the On-
tario Railway and Municipal Board took over
operation of the street railway because of
a walk-put for higher wages, Board opera-
tion continued until May the following year
when the system was returned to the ecom-

* L] L]

Now, it would appear, the city may as-
sume ownership and control of the street
railway. The company's franchise expires
next year and the L.S.R. has notified the
city that it is not interested in obtaining a
renewal. ) i

First, the city acquired the London and
Port Stanley Railway. Now it seems likely
to acquire the London Street Railway.

* #® * ~

Perhaps the two may be welded into one
integrated system, And perhaps that sys-
tem might be improved, supplemented and
extended to include St. Thomas and Port
Stanley. It might be feasible as a long-
range scheme.
don and Lambeth and between Lambeth and
Talbotville and Talbotville and St. Thotnas
no longer is a road dotted here and there
along its fringe with farm houses, The whole
18-mile stretch from London to St, Thomas
now might be considered suburban terri-
tory, part of it attached to London, part to
St. Thomas. y

»* * -l

A highway service for “commuters” might
be a profitable service of the near future, if
it could be supplemented by the more direct
service of the L, & P, 8. trains.

But, whatever happens, new and historic
developments are in the offing for both the
city and the inter-municipal railway lines,

The highway between Lon-.



Absence of Passenger Trains f&ctor

Surplus of $41,090
Reported by L. and P. S.
On 1957 Operation

LONDON, Ont. — The London
and Porl Stanley Railway wound
up 1957 with an operating sur-
pius of 541,090, PUC General
Manager V, A, McKillop disclos-
ed Thursday, despile an in-
crease in wages and a $25,000
drop in overall freight revenue.

For 1956, the operating deficit
was $6.144.07.

After debt charges of $14,779
were paid on the railway's two
Diesel locomotives, the 1857 pro-
fit stood at approximately $26,-
000. Debt charges of $11,839.90
in 1956 left a total defjcit of $17,-
683,87 for that year, said Mr Mc-
Killop.

He recalled that the London
Railway Commission estimaled |
earlier that the dropping of the
LPS passenger service would
mean a $60,000 saving annually
and that figures for last year's
operdtions — when the passen-
ger service ran to Feb, 18 seem-
ed to bear this out. -

When the ftigures were sub-
milted 1o the London Railway
Commission at its afternoon
meeting, Chairman Elmo Curtis
observed: *'I'his shows how the
passenger service curtailed us."

On a motion by Mayor Allan
Johnston, the LRC authorized
Mr. McKillop to negotiate with
Westminster Township to ensure
that rights-of-way are available
to the LPS for industry opening
up along Highway 401,

Mr, MeKillop pointed out that
it was difficult to predict future
LPS operations because the rail-
way was dependent on a very
few shippers and a small num-
ber of commodities,

He forecast a 1958 “upcraling
surplus. of $51,000, less debt
charges of $29,000 — double the
amount paid last year on the
two diesels. Revenue this year

was  estimated at = $454,000,
against operating expense ol
£403.000.

Meanwhile, Mayor Johnston

said he could not see much point
in contacting CNR again regard-
ing possible sale or lease of the
line,

No further conatct has been
made with the city by the CNR
since last July when prelimin-
ary negotions wound up.

Mayor Johnston sald the
prospective industvial develop
ment along Highway 401 coulc
be of great future assistance ft(
the line and make it worthwhile
for the city to retain ownership

Altogether, Mr. y MeKillog
pointed out, the line was aboul
$47,000 better off last year thar
it was in 1956, after the operat
ing deficit of the previous yeal
was added to the '57 surplus.

Mr, McKillop said that last
year's fotal = freight revenue
dropped to approximately $342,-
000 from $367,000 in 1956,

The commission approved the
purchase of seven hopper cars
at $1,925 apiece to reduce car
rental expenses which last year
totalled $18.407. The 1. and PS
already owns 14 hopper cars for
maoving coal,

General Motors Diesel also re-
ceived authorization f0 test a
new type of diesel locomotive—
called the ‘‘Blue Goose''—on the
line for a six-week period.

The “Blue Goose', lighter and
smaller than normal diesels. has
already been-lested in the Wood-
stock vaitway yards. One of the
diesels will be taken out of ser-
vice temporarily while the “Blue

el

oose" ~but GM has
agreed fo pay all—expenses for
labor and material above . what
the line would normally exper-




Civic Officials Bid LPS Farewell
‘With Final Round Trip to Lakeside

By JIM TAYLOR
Free Press Staff Reporter
The weather fit the mood.
It was dark. It was cold. It
rained steadily.

It was the -type of weather
made to order for the passing|
of an era.

More than 20 civie officlals
gathered on the platform of the
Colborne Street London and Port
Stanley Railway station to take
a final run to Port Stanley and
back.

The railroad is more than 100
years old and on Jan. 1 it will
be taken over by the CNR.

At first T felt out of place
among all the men who had
done so much over the years
with the railroad, but it occur-
red to me that I,too, had

history.

I was one of its most import-
ant assets — a customer for|
many years. |

At the Colborne Street station
passengers were each given
either a conductor's hat or an
engineer's cap, and all were is-
sued tickets — the real thing,
That old familiar pink paper
that everyone had to produce
and have punched en route.
The train was made up of the
last pieces of rolling stock the
railroad owned — a diesel en-
ne, two cabooses and a box

Observing from the rear plat-
form as the train left London|
the steel posts along the old|
itraction line stood stripped of
electric wire.

I moved back inside the ca-
boose and stood around an old
pot-bellied stove similar to those
used in the old passenger cars,
and listened to stories of past
experiences on the line.
| Angus McRae, a veteran of
/more than 25 years on the line
as dispatcher and conductor, re-
called & man who rode to work
at Wolseley Barracks in London
[from Port Stanley ever ¥ morn-
\ing. The man, he said, always
stood in the door of the motor-
man's cab. He tried several
times to get into the army ,but
kept failing his physical exam-|
ination.

Finally, after an operation, he
\passed and was shipped over-
seas during the First World
War,

played an important part in its|

of the London Railway Commis-
sion,
As the train passed south of

tario Hospital, the Union sta-
tion, the old high level bridge
north of Port Stanley.

Stanley were placed in the care
of the conductors, known to all,
to be taken to St. Thomas tol
attend a movie and brought
home. The conductors always
made a careful inspection of the
St. Thomas station when the 4
p.m. train left to make sure no
one was left behind.

New sights have been added
over the years along the line —
New plants, a new overpass for|
Highway 401, new homes,

At Port Stanley the party was|
treated to lunch at the summerl
|home of H. J. McManus, a man
who at one time tried to pur-

chase the railroad.

Passengers on the trip includ-

many posts in connection with|ed:
the railroad including chairmanymayor Stronach: G. M. Fraser|Blackburn,

L. Furanna, PUC general man:|p aylor,
ager,

2 us; C. J. F. Ross, chairman of Mortgage
Often: the children of FPorti, ' ore! Commissioners; Judge Trust: Con. T.
C. C. Calder, J. H. Gillies and|Purdom F. Lové,
E. W. Curtis; J. K. Elliott, edi- | relations,

tor, The Free Press; W, J.

president and man-

€. 0. Logan, city terasurer;

former PUC secretary; C. H.|aging director, London Free
Kew, secretary of the PUC and Press Printing Co. Ltd.; R, J.
St. Thomas I began to note the/l. & PS; T. R. Robertson, traf- g""m'“’ L"“d“fé Ehamb;r ;ﬁ
: Al % mmerce presiden |
Hgits slong tha way *he On-ific manager of the rallway; A Smith, Chamber manager; Allyn|

president and general
Mr. Nichols; Mr, McMan-|manager of the Huron and Erie
Corp. and Canada|
Robinson; and|
PUC public

DL?E :

SaTt.

4,194y

——

e et

ficials making the trip. From left: George Fraser,
J. Allyn Taylor, C. J. F. Ross, Hugh Smith, T. O.
Robinson and R. J. Woxman,

The London and Port Stanley Railway carried its
last passengers Saturday, ending a 109-year career.
Souvenir tickets were distributed to London civic of-

“You know he was only in
France one day and he was|
killed,”” Mr. McRae said, turn-
ing again to look out the window.

There were good times too.
Like the time the train picked
up Wayne King's orchestra and
took it to Port Stanley to play
at a dance. The train waited
and later returned the band to
St, Thomas _to cateh nnothes
train. That recollection brought
a smile to Mr. McRae's face.
Con. Barl Nichols recalled that
both he and Con. N. A. Bradford
began working in the same
room as shippers in 1914,

Mr. Nichols has since held




THE FRASER HILL.

Mr.Wm.Fraser was for many years conductor on the L& PiS.R.R.,after its official
opening,and it was during that time thal the site for an notel and picnic grounds
was bought. . Lnis promontory along witn the Sanborne property be-
longed formally w0 wmr.sryce inomson.
Cen you not see kir.Fraser stapnding on this elevation,looking north,
soubh,egﬁ&taxd west,visualizing what he planned 10 produce on this beauntiful
spot and ae &id later bring fortn. {0 tne south he saw the wide expange of
L.Erie,T0 the east ,the valley wiih Lne creek ~ meandering southward to
the harboux and many agres of ihe estate,shaded by forest trees which stretch=-
ed away to tlhe tree-covered glens ang gullies lying norih and west.

TLe level land running back from the c¢liff was divided into two parts,
A beautiful park was laid out to the easty for a picnic grounds andthe west
portion formed the spacious grounds for the Fraser House. This was called the
Fraser Hill and to tane old-vimer it still remains the same,but the present
generation . c¢all it|l ,"Invererie Heigntis."

ihe o0la road t0 the dill turned off the main road as it does to-day,
but took a deep turn more to lone south than the present drive. As all trains
stopped at tne depoi,picnicners hnad 1o walk,when coming by railroad.lhose who
came by horse and buggy had to drive up this o0ld road. rRemnants of the old
steps remain to-day between the old and new road.




THE FORMAL OPENING
of the
FRASER HCUSE,PORY STANLEY WJane gyp./I1871--

"The Fraser House at Portv Stanley,wnich was opened for the first time on the
Queen's Birthday was formally opened last evening,by a little social banquet
given by the proprietor,ir.Fraser,to the birectors of the London and Port
Stanley failway,the Press of the city of London and a few friends. The follow-
ing geutlemen left London by three o'clock train,to be present. His Worship
Mayor Cousins,Alderman ikden and licCormack,liessrs.E.J.Park,J.¥flock,J+C.Lsrby,
J.Rapley,J.Overell, J.Broadbent, S.Chadwick,J.P.0O'Higgins,T.Smallman, Wi,
Bowman, (Supt.of L.«PeO+R,/k.G.Bremner(of the FreePress),J.Siddons,lir.Herald,
W.Cameron(of the Advertiser),andJ.Gray all of London. At St.Yhomas,the party
was joined by Sheriffiiunroe,iayor Arkell,Rev.Mr.Cuthbertson(pastor of Knox
chureh),Thos.kedson, J .ucAdam,ur.Waters(of Lhe Air-liner.R.); at Pt.Stanley by
Capt.Batt, lir.S.Price,ir.».”hepherd,sMajor Ellison(the contractor),Capt.brake
(of the Propellor Lady Franklin),iir.Webb(the purser), and Capt.icBride.

Cn their arrival upon the Heights,the visitors for about an hour
and a half,amused themselves in various ways,by examining the interior economy
of the Hotel,the whole arrangements of wnich were pronounced in the best of
order. lhe cogEenient location of the rooms,as well as the elegance and taste
of their furniture,attracted general comment. A number,afterbeing kindly
provided whth towels by the house,indulged in the luxury of a bath in the lake,
and all agreed that this was one of the pleasantest features of the visit. The
water was ¢alm and agreeably warm. It is shallow just below the house,so that
non-swimmers may walc out for about fifty yards without danger. feturning to
the hotel,a richly prepared table awaited those present and with keenly whetted

appetites they proceeded to discuss its luxurious load--with Sheriff Munro, as
Ghairman and uayor Gousins as Vice-Chairman.

‘he first toast proposed was,o0f course,that of

%, : 'The Queen' to which a heariy response was
Fraser House--opened P s given.
p Fenallico ) ®ne National Anthem was sung by Mr,Bremner,with

a 'full chorus'.

dne second toast was'the President of the
United States',also drank with the utmost
respect.

Capt.brake and lir.Webb of the Lady Franklin
responded in brief terms.

'Yhe Army,Navy, and Volunteers' ,was responded
10 in a characteristic manner Ry liajor John
Kllison,who in the course of his remarks,com=-
plimented Mr.Fraser upon the substantial nature
g : & of the houss.

ety D P Capt.Mc.8ride also replied. He desired in-

. - i - : creased intercourse with the Americans.

BIRDS EYE VIEW OF FRASER HOUSE, AND GROUNDS, PORT STANLEY, ONT.

The 'City of London,coupled with the name of
lMlayor Cousins,"drew that gentleman to his feet in a speech full of scriptural
gquotations. He said the corporation were not such a bad lot as some would re®
sent .Their morals were sound,and when the rignteous rule,the people rejoice
(laughter).ilhey had been accused wita being 100 much concerned with sporting
mattesrs,but he had authority to say they scorned the idea. They desired,while
trying 1o push along,to live at peace with their neighbours. As for St.Thomas,
let us say as Abraham said to Lot,'let there be no strife among our herdsmen,'
(laughter). After some remarks on the railway guard questions,and the poor
laws,liajor Cousins resumed his seal amidst muech laughter.

Song-'The 0ld Muske¥sr'-byMr.F.H.Coles
loast-".0ne Prosperity of Port Stanley.'and

mf.dam.?rice respon&ed.



THE FORMAL UPENING

of the
FRASL) HOUSE, 2URL SEANLEY MAY 24th.I871 (gontinued)

1oast-"4lhe Commercial Interests of Canadal

Mr.bhic Adams,of St.lhomas,responded,speaking of kMr.Fraser as just the right man

to conduet this enterprise,and he hoped his efforts would be successful. He

complained that S¢.lhomas was not suffently considered in the matter of excur-

sions.He aid not see why that town should not enjoy a cheap weekly trip,to the

Port as well as London.

Poaste="0Uk HOWY-4ileRASER' ,was next given by the Chairman,who in a few pointed

prefactory remarks,awarded the highest credit to Mr.Fraser for his enterprise A

pn erecting so large and commodious an

» b= ' hotel with his own means solely-~ sueh an
establishment,was very much wanted at the
Portv,and he thought it should ,as it w0
vould be encouraged by the people of the
section. After sweltering in the heat and
daust,it was a great respite to come here
once a week and shake 0ff the cares of
business,while enjoying the cool air and
wholesome surroundings. He announced that
during the evening,the gentlemen present
had _subscribed $oY for the purchase of a
flag to be presented to the Hotel. It onjy
wanted one dollar more to make up the sum
necessary,and if any gentleman had not
already put his name down he could riow
come forward and do so,

Hereupon Capt.Batt came up,and
apologised for his dilatoriness,and ex-
pressed his pleasure in the movement,add-
‘ing a.dollar to the fund amid cheers.

They then drank the toast with all honwm7s
"For he's a jolly good fellow'etec.

Ltoast--The Kducational,lioral and Religioa
Institutions of the Country'!in connectim
with the same of the Rev.Mr., Cuthbertson
brought that gentleman to his feet in a
very witty and humourous speech,which
delighted all listeners.

Loast~-"The Town of St.,Thomas!with the
name of Mayor Arkell,elicited a capital
speech from that gentleman.

Several other toasts were given and
duly responded to,among them,that of thke
Chairman,Sheriff lMonro,who by an abund-
ant flow of geniality,instilled much
life into the assemblage.

The proceedings were made much
more enjoyable by the music of a band éf
_ ; _ e " Italian Harpists and violinists,who
Mr.Wm.Fraser--Owner of 'The Fraser Houaeplayed a number of operatic selectimns
With muech taste and skill as they were
seated on the verandah.

The formalities being over, a numbercof the bparty availed themselves of the
invitation of Captain McBride to take a sail in his miniature steamship,capable
of holding some fifty or sixty persons,and a beautiful pleasure trip out on the

lake was enjoyed.+he mellow moonlight and balmy air added quite a charm to the
YOoyage.



THE FORMAL OPENING
of the ,
FRASLR HUUSE,PORD SUANLEY<-(continued)

At 10.1d p.m. the whistle sounded and all returned to the special train
kindly placed al the disposal of the visitors by the L&P.S.R.Directors,and
made the homeward trip of twenty-four miles in exactly thirty-seven
minutes.

Llhe Hotel,it may be added,is now ready for the peception of guests,
wno will be taken care of at a low rate,we understand of gl a day,certainly
a very reasonable charge for such excellant accomodation. The manager,
Mr.W.Cleveland keeps things in nice order,and promises to fully maintain
the popularity he gained at a less responsible position at the Tecumsen.
Guests will find him always obliging and attentive. In a few days the
hotel will be provided with a piano for the use of guests. Ve have only
10 add as a further mark of appreciation of kr.Fraser's hospitality that
the visitors subscribea before leaving,the sum of $20 as a present for
Mr.Fraser 1o aid him in constructing a stairway to the water side.

Information on the back of thie photo.
'Ur.®att built the Bathing Houses on |
beach below tine Ineline R.xX.

He built the Bati House(where Loney
douse was later built).

i{his picture was taken about 1579.

{his photo was received from sr.Mars
derry,our Reeve.(l94o)

SAMUEL PRICE



LICNICS of BYGONE DAYS.

may <4th,lsd7,fell on Sunday, tne'St.lhomas vispatch! stated that it would be obsen
edon sonday ,with an excursimn to fiv.S5tanley over the I¢P.S.R.R. and already boats
had been chartered for a marine excursion.lhe advertisement read,=-
W GO-WE GO
erand Marine & nailroad Exoursion.
Her Lliajesty's dirihday-
Steamers rorest City,lMohawx and Telegraph
Chartered for the Oc¢oasion,
o Bands
Rifle,Cavalry,Tie V.R.&london Fire 3Brigade(in uniform)
neturn fare-50.centis=-larine Excursion=-cbcents.
(ur.Cragié,the celebrated Scotch Piper will appear in
full Hignland costume)
irain arrives at Pori-l.4bp.m.
lhe inhabitants of Port are making arrangements to
receive tne guestis in a becoming manner.
Lickets for Sale avl
L.Ridoutv,uansion House,itoeksros.J.Laing amd Arkell's
@God oSave the Lueen.

Un a May day in lob9,unere was a free excursion for the children of London.
From tnis time on Cnurches and various Societies held Annual picnics at Port,

lne Grangers’picnic of June 4th.I878 was advertised in St.lhomas Journal.

n

.Every arrangement has been made for iune greal picnic

Elgin, middlesex and Norfolk Grangers.

Jrain arrives at Porv~lla.m.

Speakers- _
Mr.Jdabel doberison,kr.colin Maclbougall,Ewen Cameron
and otuer prominent mnen.

A varietvy of Amusementis throughoul itne day

of

Une picnic-ine StPnomas saptist Churcn hada a happy picenic av Zort Stanley
4 in July,I1887,but the ending of the perfect
day,was a tragic one. A very bad accident

b

‘q

V"
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'aamwo CONTEST
PORT STANLEY & ON

happeneda at the loore St.crossing, when
they were returning home.

Among the pictures im the chapter on the
London & Port Stanley nailroad,is a
picture of a group of picnicers in the
early days. et

A picture of a picnlcvninety years after
the first pienic advertised,appears on
tne following page~June,l94%,that of the
'slgin County Picnic'

Pl.cnilll. Port Stanley, Ont.,



¥ : . ce & built
A SECTION OF THE ELGIN COUNTY PICNIC [ were arrangec! mording to townships wilh the name bé::uc ,gronihli‘suq’hras Yarmouth and Southwold, A

June 22/46

--Fhotos by Stollery.

TABLE SPREAD—{Long tables were set up on Inver- | of the township appearing on a large sign at the end | wonderful arra
of food was carried to the picni
eria Heights for the three thousand or more Elgin | of a table. The atlendance was very representative, | baskets, boxes, }gartuns Q. D-I Coyle, M, P fl;rrﬁgl;;i__
n

County people who attended the second annual outing | with good showings from Bayhcen and Aldborough | even brou ht “ea! .abIe &
held st Port Stamley [Friday afternoon. The tables ° Townships, as well as from those much clocer to the 'pau} St £ - s- e

PORT STALLEY

There's a quaint little town on lske Erie's shore
Where my heart is wount to stray,

Where fisharmen sailed with the wmorning light,
And returned at close of day.

Life was so0 quiet and peaceful there,
In this town of fisher men;
Por brotherly love and neighborliness
Counted for something then.

The Sunday laws were strict and fine,

Created to worship God;

Bach heart seemed attuned to Heavenly thoughts
As to their church men trod.

But life's much the same the whole world o'er,
And sickness and sorrow and tears

Bach had their part in this little town,

and changes came with the years.

Like many another Tishing town
Life seemed all smiling when

A storm would arise, and it became
"The Port Of Missing Men".

Then eity folk in quest of change,

And a place to rest and play,

Sought out this spot on lake Hrie's shore
* For to while their time away.

A huge hotel on a hill was built,

and the tempo of the town

Was enlivened by screech and roar of trains
Above the tug-boats sound.

of a “ihreelayer”

.

Then faces new appeared each day;
Excitement held a part

In every life, all summer through,
As guests arrive --- -~ depart.

But the folks who ran the "Fraser House"
Had the town-folks' good at heart,

And work and wage and a helpling hand
Gave many a man a start.

Now the Fraser House is long since gone,
Just a memory now, that's all --

And the kindly folk who ran the place
Are gone beyond recall,

Sometimes God's ways we cannot see,
They're hard to understand;

But we know whatever happened here
Vas by our Father planned.

But those who had part in the olden days,
(And those living now are few)

Hold memories dear of an old hotel,

And the folks there they once knew.

Port Stanley, may your hills and shores
A refuge ever be,

Where tired souls find calm and rest.
God's blessing rest on thee!

--Written by Bdith Charlotie Fraser

in memory of her husband, Donald Fulford Fraser, who
died on June Hth, 1938.

.




INVERERIE SUMMER HOTEL
PORT STANLEY, ONT, CANADA.
THOS. I:)(DINIELE"'\;:m

-

gr.Thos.Honeley,maqagea tne Fraser House afier sr.fraser,in connection with
The Grand Central,5t.lhomas. Lfhe car in the picture was one of the first to be
owned in this wvistrictu.

U THESTS I

The cut above shows the approach 10 the Fraser House from the picnic grounds.,

This shows the platform from which the Incline cars are entered.fhe tracks laid
by the wetiroit a’iver <.s. can be seen below.
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Going upsthe old road Lo tne Fraser House¢ snapped by Miss Clayton Nolan,a summer
res for moss of ner life,who shows greatl interest in Port Stanley.

Winding wal< from the Seacn to the Heights-

Band Concert and Park, Port Staniay



LHE FrASER HILL

Long before you reacned tne top of thne nill,wnether you mighi be walking or
driving, you could hear ihe bass fiddle ana the violins,calling you upward.
Here at the top of tne nill siooa tne open dance nall and inside you would
see the familiar figures of Jim Waddle and Ed Farr,and near ihe square dance
calls above tne sounds of ihe merry,dancing erowds.

And now that tne top of the nill has been reacned,with some exerti-
ion,you look over the spreading grounds with seats and tables under the
shady irees ana gravel walis leading to ‘encline,tintype gallery, and ice-
cream parlour.As if in opposition vo0 tne music from the dance~hall,the band
on ihe vand stand,sirikes up a siirring march tnat causes youuto forget the
nard ¢limv you have naa from tne aepol witn tne bulky lunch basket.

that :

Now,you have seleciea tne table for lunch,you make your way to the
cliff's edge Lo admire,once more une pamorama thal spreads before you,while
the chlldren nurry 1o gei a swing or a poat-swing,and .a ride gn the old
Lerry=go=_roarnd.

iue Uld Kerry-go=-round.

Wr W, wpignt dhere were itnree cnoices of places 1o sit.If you were smart,you got a duck
informed me Lo ride,if not ,you seated yoarsell in a carriage with three otheréyou thought
that the a8 good as yourself) er last obut notv least,you migat 8it on the wooden engine.
merry-go=round A gouple 01 gooa=naturea boys,placed a sirong rignt arm against the two cedar
was 20 across posis,braced tuneirr feev on tne platform,and away went ducks,carriages and
and thdt the engines holding uneir precious caggo,iue men ana women of the next generation.
dusggs, engines
and carriages note-vuring tne regiwe of tne L.Brie & wvetroivu ¢.M¢dgu1$ merry-go-round was
were made by an replaced by anoiper wiin a purdy-gurdy.woied. weet muslc and a coloured

0ld bnglish dandy,lifted nis hatv and you paia your nickle.
carpender for
Lr . Wm . Bowman . OL4ER MMUSEMENTS and APTRACIIONS-
The Lintype vallery-

iIf you wisheu & souvenir Lo take home,this was the only
place to get one on ithe picnic nill.ihe dimingbdve «r,Loltlus would place your
party in the very besi posiiion for a good picuure.

lTne tiniype gallery first stood near the incline and obser-
vation tower, but was later movea 10 a spol overlooking the valley to the east.
Later it moved down the nill near tne Casino.

A Ride on the Incline and RAuby-

On picnic asys,toe duby ran excursions and picenicers wishing
& boat rice coula take ine incline down tne nill for a nickle,get aboard the
iduby and enjoy a riace out beyona the pier ana lignthouse. neturning,tney enjoyed
the view of the harvour,cliffs aga tall observation tower.

Lhe Ice cream Parlour- .
Hear the entrance' to tne Fraser dHouse brounds and north of
the drive was tne ice cream parlour. If was almost impossible to get attention on

; a obusy picnic fav. .. . =
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